
 

 

December Highlights 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

A missionary in Argentina shares 
the story of a rather interesting 
nativity play he witnessed there. 
The play was rather elaborate as 
it was set outdoors and had live 
animals. When Mary and Joseph 
arrived at the inn they were 
greeted by the innkeeper, played 
by a rather large-for-his-age 12-
year-old boy with a kind heart 
and a gentle spirit. He was the son 
of the church caretaker, and he 
lived in the rear of the church 

property. 

The innkeeper was supposed to 
send Joseph and Mary away, of 
course, but when he laid eyes on 
Mary seated on the donkey, he 
froze. He was supposed to tell 
them there was no room in the 
inn, but that he had a stable they 
could use. Yet, in that moment he 
simply stared at Mary… 

From behind the door where the 
boy stood, the director whispered 
his lines: There is no room in the 
inn. Still, the boy remained silent. 
Joseph spoke up and asked for a 
room, hoping it would jog the 

boy’s lines free so the story could 
continue. As the boy continued to 
gaze at Mary, the director 
patiently repeated his lines over 
and over again. Nervous laughter 
fluttered about in the audience. 
Finally, the boy uttered, “There is 
no room in the inn.” 

The dialogue continued as Joseph 
pleaded, “But we have come so 
far, and my wife is expecting a 
baby very soon.” The boy looked 
at Mary again before reluctantly 
repeating, “There is no room in 
the inn.” “We are so tired,” Joseph 
said, “Isn’t there anyplace we can 
stay?” 
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During this Advent Season we are called to support the Christmas Joy Offering, to 
open doors for those we might not be able to meet face to face but who need the 
support that our gifts provide.  
 
We support the potential of students of color who will become church leaders. We 
seek to come alongside them, to encourage them, and to open doors for them. We 
also support church workers and their families who have critical financial needs and 
we come alongside them, to assist them — we open doors for them. We thank God 
for being “with us” through the gift of Jesus and for joining us together as the Church 

and, through our gifts, with those who have need. 
 
The story of God, as we tell it, is not about a barrier, but about a gift. It’s not about the separation, but about 
the gift of “being with.” Please give generously to the Christmas Joy Offering, in celebration of God’s perfect 
gift to us. Give because it brings us together to open doors of relief and opportunity and to relationships that 
are part of God’s story, a part of God’s perfect gift to us. Our gifts reflect our generous God. Our gifts support 
leaders in our Church and world — past, present and future. 
Donations may be made Sunday, December 19 as well as through the church website (fpcpa.org Give Now) 
or mailed to First Presbyterian Church, 139 W. 8th St., Port Angeles, WA 98362. Select, mark your envelope, 
or write in your check memo: “Christmas Joy Offering.”  

Christmas Joy Offering 



 

 

From the Heart (continued from p. 1) 

This was the boy’s cue to offer 
them the stable. Instead, 
something strange and wonderful 
happened. With his heart full of 
compassion—though not with his 
scripted lines—the boy suddenly 
pointed to the back of the church 
property where he (the boy, not 
the innkeeper) lived. He said, 
“You can have my room!” 

The play went off the rails at this 
point, for this is not where Joseph 
and Mary were supposed to go! 
Yet, after another awkward 
pause, Mary adlibbed, “Okay. 
That’s really nice of you.” At this, 
she got off her donkey and walked 
through the door of the “inn” with 
Joseph so they could stay in the 
boy’s room. 

Touched by this gesture of 
kindness, the audience burst into 
applause. It was an unexpected 
ending, but an inspiring and 
memorable one—an unscripted 
act of compassion capturing the 
essence of Christmas and stealing 
people’s hearts. 

The birth of Christ rewrites the 
script of human history. Under 
the old script, humans were 
condemned under the law of sin 
and death. The Incarnation offers 
grace and freedom from the old 
law (see Romans 8). The old 
script condemned weary souls to 
lodge with the animals, the new 
one shares space in the inn so that 
no one is left in the cold. 

As we contemplate the birth of 
Christ and the hope of salvation 
he offers humanity, let us 
continue Jesus’ work of rewriting 
the script of human history. May 
we embrace the lost, the 
marginalized, and the outcast. 
May we welcome strangers in our 
midst and bring comfort to the 
weary. And may the true meaning 
of Christmas be revealed in us 
this Advent season. 

Godspeed, 
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All Things Are Possible!! 
Thank you all for your tremendous support. As 
of November 23, 65 pledges have been received 
totaling $279,680 which exceeds last year’s total 
by over $10,000. There are six new pledges and 
43% of those pledging increased their pledge 
amount, and there are still a few pledges to come 
in.  This response is awesome! I am so grateful 
to be a part of such a dedicated, faithful, and 
loving Christian community.   

Thanks so much! 

Paul Stutesman, Stewardship Chairperson 
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The Session met via Zoom on 

Monday, November 15 at 7 pm 

and the following actions were 

taken: 

Approved vacation request for 

Pastor Matt from either 

December 26 or 27 

through January 2 or 3, 

with flexibility in those 

start/end dates depending 

on when coverage can be 

made for preaching on 

either December 26 or 

January 2. 

Approved starting to serve 

coffee during fellowship 

time following worship 

beginning on Sunday, 

November 28. 

Approved a 5.4% COLA for all 

church staff. 

Approved a special offering at 

the Worship Night on 

11/19/21 for the family of 

a local carpenter that 

tragically drowned in a 

recent fishing accident. 

Recognized the following new 

members, joining the 

church at the Lunch with 

Leaders meeting on 

11/14/21: Carrie Heins 

(by letter of transfer from 

First Presbyterian Church 

of Port Townsend), Pat 

Davies (by letter of 

transfer from First 

Presbyterian Church of 

Puyallup), and Jennie 

Reed, Wendel Reed and 

Cindy Gallinger (all by 

affirmation of faith). 

Approved the request to 

receive Carol Clark back 

into membership at FPCPA 

by certificate of transfer 

from Unity in the Olympics 

Church. 

Year-to-Date Income:   $299,995 
2021 Budgeted Income:   $351,952 

 

Year-to-Date Expenses:   $273,236 
2021 Budgeted Expenses:   $370,121 

 

Capital spending year-to-date:   $  16,445 
2021 Capital Spending Budget:   $  75,357 

 
Treasurer: finance@fpcpa.org 

October. Financial 

Year-End Financials 

If you have receipts, 
invoices, or billings 
for reimbursement, 
please submit those 
by December 17, if 
possible, so that we 
can have a timely 
wrap-up of finances 
before year-end. 

There are just a few days left to make donations 
for our Christmas Basket Grocery Gift Card. 
Donations towards this year’s project will be 
accepted through Sunday, December 5, 2021. 
Make your check payable to First Presbyterian 
Church and write “Christmas Baskets” in the 
Memo line. We appreciate your giving to this 
annual project. 
  
If you know of a family who would benefit from 

this project, submit their name, address and 

phone number to the church office by 

Wednesday, December 8. Include the number of 

family members, and approximate ages of any 

children.  We will accept a minimum of five 

families suggested by 

members of the 

congregation.  Thank 

you for your support of 

this project! 

2021 Christmas Basket 
Grocery Gift Cards 

mailto:finance@fpcpa.org
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Children’s Sunday 
School 
December 19, 9:45am 

Your students are on a mission! Like most of 
God’s unfolding story, the humble birth of 
our Lord was a big mystery to almost 
everyone at the time.   

Students will be taken back to the time of 
Jesus to solve the mysteries of his birth by 
decoding the facts…so they can SEE THE 
LIGHT! 

IT BEGAN ON A DARK AND MYSTERIOUS 
NIGHT. To discover the LIGHT, students 
will use ciphers, Morse code, 
cryptograms, and other puzzles.  

Each mystery is unique. Some are easy for 
younger children; others require guidance 
or wisdom from older counterparts. The 
codes require critical thinking to determine 
which secret lies behind each symbol. Each 
code will reveal interesting facts about the 
story of Jesus’ birth. These exercises will 
keep your students captivated while 
competing to crack the final code. 

Neither Wolf Nor Dog 
Wednesdays through the month of 
December at 7pm 

The Christian Formation Committee is sponsoring 
a weekly discussion of Kent Nerburn’s book 
Neither Wolf Nor Dog. Wayne Brown and Ardith 
Hansel will be facilitating the discussion via Zoom. 
(additional information and links are available at 
fpcpa.org/learn.) 

Neither Wolf Nor Dog is a 
masterful tool to help us 
see our culture through a 
different cultural lens. It 
may leave you saddened, 
angry or confused. At the 
same time it is filled with 
humor and perspective on 
what is important in 
human relationships. It 
may even give us the 
courage to cross the 
cultural divide. Please join 
us.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88374635331?
pwd=eDlHSDRQbVFLU3FDSDBtbjhxT1NRUT09 
Meeting ID: 883 7463 5331 

You are all awesome! Our congregation has contributed 123 
shoebox gifts to this year's Operation Christmas Child, a new 
record for us! 

Samaritan's Purse arranges for these gifts to be distributed 
to children around the world who are affected by war, 
famine, disease, natural disaster, or poverty. Local partners 

handle the distribution as a means of reaching out to children in their own communities with the Good News 
of Jesus Christ. The boxes we built online can be sent to the most difficult to reach areas. Now, our part is to 
pray for the children who will receive the boxes, their families, and all involved in the distribution. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88374635331?pwd=eDlHSDRQbVFLU3FDSDBtbjhxT1NRUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88374635331?pwd=eDlHSDRQbVFLU3FDSDBtbjhxT1NRUT09


 

 

Reel Reflections: The Princess Bride 
Thursday, December 16 - Movie at 6:30 pm*/Discussion at 8:30 pm, via Zoom 

When the beautiful maiden Buttercup (Robin Wright) hears that her true love Westley (Cary Elwes) is dead, 
she reluctantly agrees to marry the loathsome Prince Humperdinck (Chris Sarandon). After Westley returns 

to rescue Buttercup, the two 
begin an epic adventure 
filled with fencing, fighting, 
giants, monsters, miracles, 
true love, and hilarity! 
(Source: MGM) 

In December, Reel 
Reflections screens the 
movie classic, The Princess 
Bride, to explore its themes 
of unconditional love, 
revenge, and the struggle 

between good and evil. This rollicking adventure features appearances by Fred Savage, Peter Faulk, Carol 
Kane, Billy Chrystal, and Andre the Giant—familiar names across many generations—and is sure to become a 
favorite of yours. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83197006830?pwd=c2NueTNacTdydFhJMU1lN3gvOVU2QT09 

Meeting ID: 831 9700 6830 

Passcode: 230646 

*Note: we will stream the movie via Zoom at 6:30 p.m. Please contact the church office if you would 
like help testing your Zoom connection. You may also watch the movie on your own and then join us 
for the discussion at approximately 8:30 p.m. 
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Thursday, December 16, at 10:30 am in the Fellowship Hall 

In 1790, Lavinia, a seven-year-old Irish orphan with no memory of her past, 
arrives on a tobacco plantation where she is put to work as an indentured 
servant with the kitchen house slaves. As time passes she finds herself 
perilously straddling two very different worlds and when loyalties are brought 
into question, dangerous truths are laid bare and lives are at risk.  

The copies came from NOLS book club kit and more may come available as 
folks finish them. All are invited to participate.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82054353697?

pwd=WTd3b3BkRUYwZG1UbC83aVc4RXRQZz09 

Meeting ID: 820 5435 3697 

Passcode: 159761  

Book Club: The Kitchen House 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83197006830?pwd=c2NueTNacTdydFhJMU1lN3gvOVU2QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82054353697?pwd=WTd3b3BkRUYwZG1UbC83aVc4RXRQZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82054353697?pwd=WTd3b3BkRUYwZG1UbC83aVc4RXRQZz09
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Poinsettias 

Would you like to add to the Christmas 

decorations of the church? You can bring 

a poinsettia in 

honor or in 

memory of a loved 

one. Please bring it 

to the church 

office by 5pm on 

Thursday, 

December 2.  

Pictorial Christmas Greetings 
You and your family are invited to stay after services on Sunday, December 12, to have your picture taken by 

the Christmas tree . It will be used for a Christmas Greetings slideshow. If you would like a digital copy of 

your photo, please let the office know. 

Pictures from last year’s greeting. 

6:00 pm 

Lessons & carols geared for families with children 

8:00 pm 

A celebration of the Lord’s Supper and a homily  

Friday, December 24 
 

Both services will be streamed  
at fpcpa.org/worship 

Highlights 
Newsletter Survey 
Look for a brief survey in your worship 

bulletin Sunday, December 5, to find out 

how you prefer to receive each month’s 

copy of Highlights. Vee Canning and 

Beverly Brown will collect the surveys 



 

 

TAFY Dinner  
December 4 @ 3:45pm 

We are responsible 
for a dinner for the 
TAFY Youth Center 
on December 4. If 
you could provide a 
portion of a meal - a 
hot dish, salad, side 

dish, beverage or dessert - please contact 
Marcia Logan @ 360-452-3535. Marcia will 
arrange delivery with you.  

Thank you for helping to continue this 
ministry. 

TAFY 
Dinner 

Share the gift of warmth! 

The big, beautiful Give a Sock collection box is in 
the Fellowship Hall. Please donate new and 
gently used Coats, Scarves, Gloves, Sweaters, 
Blankets, and (new only) Socks during the 
months of December and January.  

Cookie Bakers Arise!!! 
We have been given permission to again provide cookies to our wonderful grade schools.  We now need our 
famous and incredibly popular cookie bakers to once again provide freshly baked cookies to our grade 
schools.  We will officially begin in January.   

To make sign up easier, I am asking everyone to call me to sign up for your 
week.  I will work with each of you to get the dates and schools you would 
like to bake for.  I took cookies out recently and the positive response was 
overwhelming! 

Thanks again for your support of our schools! 

Sheri Stutesman, 360-452-6139 
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Holms Await Getting Back to the Mission Field 
 
We are grateful to be able to serve in Malawi, Africa, long term and to be fully 
engaged in advancing the Gospel and strengthening the Church. Due to COVID
-19 we are anxiously awaiting our return to Malawi, but still have no updates 
on timing. Your prayers and financial support are an essential part of this 
mission, and we are very thankful for each of you! Please pray for the country 
of Malawi, its government, its leaders, its students, its future, and also pray for 
our local partner the CCAP, and the universities that we work for.  
Grace and peace, Tyler, Rochelle and Mphatso Holm 
Mzuzu, Malawi  
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Cookie Exchange & Ugly Christmas Sweater Day 

Join the deacons for a cookie exchange and Ugly Sweater Day on 
December 12. Get your ugly sweater or nice Christmas sweater out to 
wear to church on December 12. Who will have the best ugly sweater? 
The most beautiful? 
 
To be part of the cookie exchange you need to sign up at the church or 
contact Cynthia Isenberger at 360-460-5129. When you sign up, you can 
pick up bags and labels for the cookies you make. 
 

Decide what cookies you want to bake. You will need to bake at least two dozen (24). 
You will want to make 24 bags of cookies to bring for the exchange. Each baker can 
decide how many cookies they want to place in each bag they bring. Package the 
cookies in the bags - one or two cookies per bag. Use a label to write the name of the 
cookie you made and list any allergens in your cookie - like type of nut, fruit, spices.  
 
Bring your bagged cookies to the church from 12 (Noon) to 2pm on Saturday, 

December 11. On Sunday, December 12, you will pick up a bag with your name of 

assorted cookies! 

Moist Cranberry Orange Bread 
submitted by Cynthia Isenberger 

 

Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Makes one loaf. 

Ingredients 
 2 3/4 cup all-purpose flour 1/2 cup butter, melted 
 1 3/4 cup sugar 2 cups fresh cranberries 
 2 teaspoon baking powder 1 cup mandarin oranges, drained 
 1/2 teaspoon salt 2 eggs 
 1/4 teaspoon baking soda 3/4 cup milk 
 3/4 cup sour cream 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
 1 teaspoon orange extract or orange juice 1 Tablespoon sugar 

Grease a large loaf pan. Combine the first five ingredients (flour - baking soda). Add melted butter, stir till 
crumbly. Set back 1/4 cup of cranberries & mandarin oranges. 
Add cranberries & mandarin oranges. 

In another bowl beat eggs, sour cream, vanilla, and orange 
extract. Gradually stir egg mixture into flour mix till thoroughly 
incorporated. Pour batter into prepared loaf pan. Scatter the 
reserved cranberry and decorate on top of the batter. Sprinkle 
with a tablespoon of sugar. 

 
Bake for 5 minutes at 400°, then reduce heat to 350° and bake 
until center of bread springs back, 35 to 40 minutes. 



 

 

 4 Carol Clark 

 John Hutchison 

 Violet Kildall 

 6 Wayne Brown 

 7 Celia Waalkes-Duff 

 8 Doug Erickson 

11 Evan Cobb 

 Shinia Kildall 

12 Ron Fraker 

 Penny Hall 

14 Isaac Hay 

15 Pat Hyden 

 J.P. Smithson 

18 George & Sharon Bowman 

 Betty Roper 

 Randy & Ardith Schuchardt 

21 Art Bell 

 Bruce & Bonnie McCloskey 

27 Reed Wendel 

28 Harvey & Susan Evans 

29 Carol Foss 

31 Gale Marrs 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
9 am Women’s Bible 
Study - Fellowship 
Hall 
 
7 pm Neither Wolf 
Nor Dog Study - 
Zoom  

2 
 
 
3pm M&O Zoom 
 
 
 
7pm W & M 

3 4 
 
 
 
3:45pm TAFY dinner 
donations 

5 Communion 
Second Sunday 
in Advent 
8:30 & 11:00 
In-person Worship 

6 7  
8 am Fish Co - Zoom 
 
1:30 pm Community 
Life 
 
 
6:45 pm Praise Team 

8 
9 am Women’s Bible 
Study - Fellowship 
Hall 
 
7 pm Neither Wolf 
Nor Dog Study - 
Zoom  

9 10 11 

12  
Third Sunday in 
Advent 
8:30 & 11:00 am 
In-person Worship 
 
4:30 pm OPOP - 
Zoom 

13 
Highlights articles 
due. 
1 pm Naomi Circle 
 
 
 
7pm CF-Adult - Zoom 

14  
8 am Fish Co - Zoom 
 
2pm Stewardship  
 
5pm Deacons 
 
6:45 pm Praise Team 

15 
9 am Women’s Bible 
Study - Fellowship 
Hall 
 
7 pm Neither Wolf 
Nor Dog Study - 
Zoom  

16 
10:30 am Book Club 
 
12 pm Prayer Shawl 
Ministry 
 
6:30 pm Reel 
Reflections - Zoom 

17 18 

19  
Fourth Sunday 
in Advent 
8:30 & 11:00 am 
In-person Worship 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7 pm Session  

21 
8 am Fish Co - Zoom 
 
 
 
6:45 pm Praise Team 

22 
9 am Women’s Bible 
Study - Fellowship 
Hall 
 
7 pm Neither Wolf 
Nor Dog Study - 
Zoom  

23  
Staff Holiday 
OFFICE CLOSED 

24 Staff Holiday 

 
 
 
 
 
6pm & 8pm 
Candlelight Services 

25 
 

26  27 28 
8 am Fish Co - Zoom 
 
 
 
6:45 pm Praise Team 

29 
9 am Women’s Bible 
Study - Fellowship 
Hall 
 
7 pm Neither Wolf 
Nor Dog Study - 
Zoom  

30 31 Staff Holiday  
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The First Presbyterian Church of Port Angeles is a community of people of all ages 

who believe in Jesus Christ as the Son of God and who seek to follow His teachings. 

We come together to worship God, to grow in our love and support for each other, 

and to learn about God’s will for our lives. Guided by the Holy Spirit, we go out to the 

community and the world to share our faith and to serve others. 

Find us at fpcpa.org 

360-452-4781 

office@fpcpa.org 

Worship Service 
Recordings 

Please let the church office know if you would like 

an audio CD of the online church services. We 

want to make worship available to all.  

Online Payment of 
Tithes & Offerings… 

Reminder:  Our online giving option is through 
the Presbyterian Foundation. 

Click on this link. Or go to 
fpcpa.org. 

HIGHLIGHTS  
ARTICLES ARE 

DUE 

The week of 

December 13 

These Days and Upper 

Room are available in the 

mail slots outside the 

office.   

Devotionals Available 

Directories 
Available 
Please let us know if you would 
like a printed copy. 

First Presbyterian Church 
139 W. 8th St. 
Port Angeles, WA 98362 
 
Office Hours  
Monday - Thursday, 10 am - 3 pm  
Closed for lunch from 1 - 2 pm. 
Closed on Friday. 

The office is behind the church building off 
the alley and is handicapped accessible. 

Office Hours 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

meets on the third 

Thursday of the month at 

noon at Margaret 

Whetstine's, 337 E. 

Ahlvers Road, PA. 

Contact Betty Wilkerson for more information, 

360-461-6090.  

Naomi Circle meets on 

the Second Monday of 

the month at 1 pm in the 

Fellowship Hall. We have 

chosen the Horizon study 

of What My 

Grandmothers Taught 

Me, Learning from the 

Women in Matthew's 

Genealogy of Jesus by 

Merryl Blair. Check it out in Matthew 1.  

All women in the church are invited to join us.  

Please let Beverly Brown, 360-457-8205, 

know if you are interested or need more 

information. 

Naomi Circle 

https://www.fpcpa.org/
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=x1a8uAgje-8dTfwGAicT4jfYGSQ2YUK1meeOWlRPxdl1YzobNDOqExusiAiLTuMtZIN1HfOnRFgZ5GD-0IUlac8F8u-IP3pxz0X_W5TRg6L5JEWSQ-GEeTPb5k3D2giyIM6lnmbJLn56gluUvcoUdg==

