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From the Heart
Dear Friends,
When Jesus says in Mark 10:27,
“for God all things are possible,” it
makes for a great coffee mug
slogan. It is the type of
inspirational quote that, well,
inspires! And who doesn’t like a
dose of inspiration while sipping
on a piping hot cup of coffee to
start the day? (Side note: you can
find plenty of mugs with this
quote on the internet.) Coffee and
possibilities go with one
another—or tea, for those of you
who are java-averse.
I have an assignment for you this
month. One morning, pour
yourself a cup of your favorite hot
beverage and contemplate what it
means that for God all things are

possible. What possibilities are
you envisioning that you would
like God to make possible for you?
Is it a relationship matter, a
health matter, a financial matter,
or some global issue like peace
and justice? Dream of how God
can take the impossible and make
it a reality. Dream big! Come back
when you have your beverage
ready…
Now, keep dreaming and imagine
God inviting you to participate in
making the impossible possible. I
am talking big dreams like saving
the lost, bringing justice to the
oppressed, comforting the
afflicted…things like that. As you
contemplate this, take a look at
Mark 10:17-27 (along with verses

32-34) to take in the full context
of what Jesus is saying here. Can
you see the connection Jesus is
making between our generosity
and the work of salvation—how
our giving to God’s purposes
helps make all things possible?
That’s right, what Jesus is offering
up is a partnership between his
followers and God. All things are
possible with God working in and
through Jesus’ disciples!
All things are possible is not
talking about some hoped-for
vacation, sports car, or lottery
dream, it is a statement about
changing lives, saving people
from the greedy clutches of this
world, and about reconciling
humanity with God. To put it
(Continued on p. 2)

One Parish One Prisoner
Dear Church Family,
The OPOP team is waiting to be assigned our releasing friend. Please pray for God's guiding hand upon this
process. The OPOP team is meeting monthly to educate ourselves about incarceration. We intend to bring
you along with us as we learn.
This is SHORT and EASY! Open the link and scroll down.... A LOT! Incarceration facts appear every so often.
https://mkorostoff.github.io/incarceration-in-real-numbers/

Martha Bell
OPOP Member

Page 2

From the Heart

November Highlights

(continued from p. 1)

another way, if we truly believe
that for God all things are possible,
then we must acknowledge God’s
invitation for us to participate in
this making-the-impossiblepossible reality. And who
wouldn’t want to jump on board
with an invite like that?!

Not to kill those lofty dreams or
anything, but one person who
said no to the invitation was a
rich man who loved his stuff more
than he did the thrill of following
Jesus. Mark says that the man
went away “shocked (or sad) and
grieving, for he had many
possessions.” None of us want to
be that guy—and frankly, as
wealthy as he was, it turns out he
was not the type of person God
was looking for.

All Saints’ Day Service
November 1 @ 4pm
In-person/livestream on our
First Presbyterian Church YouTube Chanel

Our God—for whom all things are
possible—is seeking partners to
join in ushering in the kingdom of
God on this earth. To take part in
this transformational work Jesus
invites us to be generous with our
possessions, of which God is
ultimately the source. God doesn’t
work alone…God works with us;
we are part of God’s possibilizing
plan! Because when we give, we
become attuned with God’s work
in the world. Our eyes begin to
see as God sees, and our lives are
transformed more and more into
God’s image.

help you make a plan for
generosity, to sow the seeds of
your treasure for the glory of
God’s kingdom. If you have never
done so, make a pledge to support
what God is doing in the world—
including the ministry of First
Presbyterian Church. If you are
already pledging, consider
increasing that pledge in
proportion to the blessings you
have received from God.

Before you finish that hot
morning beverage, please take a
moment to pray. Listen for God’s
invitation to make all things
possible with God. Ask God to

Godspeed,

Once you have done all these
things, pour yourself another
cup…and continue to dream of the
possibilities with God!

November 1 marks the celebration of All Saints’ Day. In the earliest
centuries of the church, Christian martyrs were honored with feast
days to commemorate their witness to Christ. As the centuries went
on and the list of martyrs grew, All Saints’ Day was established to
honor all the saints, known and unknown. Today, we celebrate All
Saints’ Day with an emphasis on the ongoing work of Christ,
sanctifying the people of God to service while remembering the
saints who have gone before us. For our 2021 celebration of All
Saints’ Day, we will honor the lives and the witness of our FPCPA
saints who have gone on to the Lord since the start of the COVID-19
pandemic. As we read their names, may we rejoice in their lives with
us and give thanks to God for their ministry:
JW Blaylock
Don Evans
Jim Schultz
Helen Craker
Marie Louse Beam
Megan Rodolf

John Wright
Barbara Stevenson
Jim Snyder
Margaret Wilcox
Will Garrison
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The Session met via Zoom on
Monday, October 18th at 7 pm
and the following actions were
taken:


Pastor Matt informed Session
that he was asked by
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Presbytery to serve for
another year as moderator.
He offered to continue as comoderator with the current
vice moderator for the year of
2022.
 Pat Hyden led Pastor Matt’s
evaluation by the Session per
Presbytery guidelines.
 Approved moving to a single
software for accounting and
bookkeeping. Aplos will be
used for both functions, with

plans to discontinue Servant
Keeper once the transition is
made.
 Approved beginning the
process of conferring the title
of Pastor Emeritus upon Ted
Mattie.
 Session members shared their
experiences from attending
the Presbytery meeting earlier
this month.

Sept. Financial Report
September 30
Year-to-date Income:
Year-to-date Expenses:

$273,286
$248,737

November 7

Budgeted 2021 Income:
Budgeted 2021 Expenses:

$351,952
$370,121

Turn your clocks back
Saturday,

2021 Capital Projects Year-to-Date:
2021 Capital Projects, Budgeted:

$ 15,965
$ 75,357

November 6
before going to bed.

Treasurer: finance@fpcpa.org

Our 2022 Stewardship theme is All Things are Possible.
It is inspired by Mark 10:27 where Jesus says, “for God, all things are possible.”
Our church has faced one of its most challenging years in its history as we have
navigated through the COVID 19 pandemic. We have found a way to safely worship,
stay connected and carry on the mission of Christ’s Church. Now we are looking
ahead to creating a plan for 2022, as the Spirit
leads us. That plan is based in part on the financial support that you
provide. Please begin to think and pray about your financial
commitment for next year.
You will receive a letter and a pledge card this month. Please bring your
pledge card to dedication Sunday, November 7. If you do not receive a
pledge card, they will be available on the seventh.
Faithfully, your Stewardship CommitteePaul Stutesman, Iantha Frazer, Susan Fisher and Tom McCulloch

All things are possible.
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First - 6th Grades: Sunday School is still on
hold, but we are working on plans to have
an outdoor get-together sometime in October. (Jennie W. is the lead organizer.)
Middle School: This They will enjoy some
fellowship time Sunday, October 24. Class
officially begins Sunday, November 7, from 10 - 10:45 am, with
meetings every other week.

The Book of Job: Trauma, Trouble, Theology, and
Friendship in a Time of Suffering
Last session, Wednesday, November 3 at 7 pm on Zoom. Led by Paul Mattson.
The book of Job explores suffering and the nature of God in a way
that is unique among the books of the Bible. What does God have
to say to us in the midst of our suffering? Come explore these
questions and more as we look to see what the text of Job can teach
us about living in times of trouble.
Meeting ID: 891 8807 3199, Passcode: 271311
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89188073199?
pwd=cE5Sc1FMN3RlVmI2VFkrWVJpekI4dz09

Neither Wolf Nor Dog
Beginning Wednesday, November 17 (no class on Nov. 24, Thanksgiving Eve)
through the month of December, the Christian Formation Committee is
sponsoring a weekly discussion of Kent Nerburn’s book Neither Wolf Nor Dog.
Wayne Brown and Ardith Hansel will be facilitating the discussion via Zoom.
The church will be placing orders for the book no later than Thursday,
November 4. Let Wayne or Ardith know if you want one ordered for you.
Neither Wolf Nor Dog is a masterful tool to help us see our culture through a
different cultural lens. It may leave you saddened, angry or confused. At the
same time it is filled with humor and perspective on what is important in
human relationships. It may even give us the courage to cross the cultural
divide. Please join us.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88374635331?
pwd=eDlHSDRQbVFLU3FDSDBtbjhxT1NRUT09
Meeting ID: 883 7463 5331
Passcode: 036307
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Book Club: The Things They Carried
Thursday, November 18, at 10:30 am in the Fellowship Hall
The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien is a collection of linked short stories
about a platoon of American soldiers fighting on the ground in the Vietnam
War. It is based upon the author’s experiences as a soldier in the 23rd
Infantry Division.
Copies came from a NOLS book club kit, and more may come available as
folks finish them. All are invited to participate. Zoom will be available
(please let us know).
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82054353697?
pwd=WTd3b3BkRUYwZG1UbC83aVc4RXRQZz09
Meeting ID: 820 5435 3697
Passcode: 159761

Reel Reflections: UP

Thursday, November 18 - Movie at 6:30 pm*/Discussion at 8:30 pm, via Zoom
In November, Reel Reflections travels back
to South America for a heartwarming story
of friendship, adventure, overcoming loss,
and exploring new beginnings. Please join
us on Thursday, November 18, for a
screening of the Pixar Studios animated
classic, UP, starring Ed Asner and
Christopher Plummer.
A 78-year-old curmudgeonly balloon
salesman is not your average hero. When
he ties thousands of balloons to his house
and flies away to the wilds of South
America, he finally fulfills his lifelong dream of adventure. But after Carl discovers an 8-year-old stowaway
named Russell, this unlikely duo soon finds themselves on a hilarious journey in a lost world filled with
danger and surprises. (Source: Pixar Studios)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83197006830?pwd=c2NueTNacTdydFhJMU1lN3gvOVU2QT09
Meeting ID: 831 9700 6830
Passcode: 230646
*Note: we will stream the movie via Zoom at 6:30 p.m. Please contact the church office if you would
like help testing your Zoom connection. You may also watch the movie on your own and then join us
for the discussion at approximately 8:30 p.m.
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2021 Thanksgiving Eve Ecumenical Service

Wednesday, November 24, 2021 at 7pm
The service will be held in person
The Rev. Ken Macklin,
First United Methodist Church’s
new senior pastor, will preside.

Please join us at
St. Andrew’s
Episcopal Church
510 E. Park Ave.
Port Angeles

Proof of vaccination will be required.

Are you
interested in
finding out
more about
First
Presbyterian
Church? Would you like to consider becoming a
member? Are you curious about the
congregation and the church’s ministries?
Please join us for a free lunch and a chance to
get to know Pastor Matt and some of the church
elders. Two “Lunch with Leaders” sessions will
be offered: November 14, in-person in the
fellowship hall after the second service (12:30 –
2 pm); and November 21, virtually via Zoom,
also from 12:30 – 2 pm. Social distancing
protocols will be followed for the in-person
session. For those who elect to meet online, we
will get a lunch to you to enjoy while on Zoom.
Please RSVP the church office by November 10
at 360-452-4781 or administrator@fpcpa.org so
that the correct number of lunches can be
ordered. We look forward to seeing you!

Share the gift of
warmth!
The Give a Sock community care project was
such a success last winter that it is back!
During the months of November, December,
and January, please donate new and gently
used coats, scarves, gloves, sweaters,
blankets, and (new only) socks. We will
take them to the Salvation Army, TAFY, and
Serenity House. The big, beautiful collection
box will be placed in the Fellowship Hall.
Thank you, from the Mission & Outreach
Committee.

November Highlights

Page 7

2021 Christmas Basket Grocery Gift Cards
Donation Deadline – December 6. 2021
As in past years the congregation is being asked to provide assistance to needy local
families for the Christmas holidays. As in 2020 we will provide grocery gift cards to
families whose names will be provided by the local schools. In 2020 the cards proved
beneficial to the recipients as they could select what they need.
Our goal is to provide grocery gift cards to a minimum of five families recommended by each of the five
grade schools and a minimum of 5 individuals or families recommended by members of the congregation. In
addition we want to add at least five families of students who attend Stevens Middle School. This totals 35
families.
Through your generosity in 2020 we were able to provide gift cards to 9 families from each of the grade
schools, plus cards for 12 individuals and families recommended by the congregation for a total of 57
households. The cards varied from $50 to $150 based on the household size.
To donate please make a check payable to First Presbyterian Church and write “Christmas Baskets” in the
Memo line. We will be accepting donations through December 5, 2021. We appreciate your generosity!
Questions: Rosalyn Taylor (360) 477-4062
Community Life Committee

It's time for Operation Christmas Child again! This is a
project of Samaritan's Purse International Relief. Through
it we are able to send shoeboxes of small gifts to children
in difficult circumstances around the world. These gifts are
a way to give joy to children who may never have received
a present, to offer a tangible demonstration of God's love,
and to give local ministry partners a means of reaching out to children in their own communities with the
good news of Jesus Christ.
We are building our boxes online again this year. Each box is $25, which includes the $9 donation to cover
shipping and other project costs. The goal page will be active until November 22. The link is
https://sampur.se/3ihyNrF . Last year we built 100 boxes. Currently we have 22 boxes. Maybe we can beat
that total this year! I was interested to learn that the boxes built online are sent to hard-to-reach areas of the
world. When you go online, you can make some choices about your box if you want to, and you can even
personalize it with a letter and photo.
If you don't want to go online, you can send a check to church, clearly labelled as being for Operation
Christmas Child, and our office staff will add your box to our goal page. The check must be for $25 or a
multiple of $25.
The boxes are sent to different communities each year and are given regardless of gender, ethnicity, or faith.
The children don't have to do or say anything to receive them. A booklet of Bible stories illustrated
appropriately for the local culture is given with the shoebox gift, and The Greatest Journey, a 22-lesson
discipleship program, is offered to many of the recipients. This gives local ministry partners a chance to
establish a long-term, caring relationship with children in need, sharing the love of Jesus with them. I'm so
glad we can be a part of this!
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Afghan Refugees Through World Relief Seattle
Bed and Bath Kit

Kitchen Kit

To my dear friends from Naomi Circle,
I want to thank you for all your support for the Afghan refugee families. Thanks to your initiative, your prayer support, donations of items for the kits and funds, plus a $250 grant from Thrivent, we were able to complete one Bed and Bath Kit and one Kitchen Kit. I delivered the two Welcome kits, plus four $25 gift certificates (Costco and Target), to World Relief Seattle on Wednesday, October 13. They are so grateful for your
support of their ministry with the immigrant community. You women are making a difference, extending a
hand of welcome!
With a grateful heart ~ Vee

World Relief Seattle: a community of welcome in Western Washington
If you’re like us, the situation in Afghanistan breaks your heart. It feels overwhelming, massive and it's hard
to see what you can do to help.
Here’s the good news. When you join us today, you can.
At World Relief, over the past twenty years we’ve welcomed, befriended, advocated for and helped support
thousands of Afghan immigrants in vulnerable situations to communities all across our nation. And we’ve
done so with the help of bold and compassionate women and men just like you.

https://worldrelief.org/seattle/get-involved/afghan-allies
Cory (caseworker at World Relief) unloading our two welcome kits
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Sunday

Monday
1

4pm All Saint’s Day
Service

7 Communion
8:30 & 11:00
In-person Worship
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8
1 pm Naomi Circle

Tuesday

Wednesday

2

3

4

8 am Fish Co - Zoom

9 am Women’s Bible
Study - Fellowship
Hall

3pm M&O Zoom

6:45 pm Praise Team

7 pm Job Study Zoom

7pm W & M

9

10

11

8 am Fish Co - Zoom

9 am Women’s Bible
Study - Fellowship
Hall

Veteran’s Day

1:30 pm Community
Life

2pm Stewardship
6:45 pm Praise Team

14
8:30 & 11:00 am
In-person Worship
12:30pm Lunch w/
Leaders In-person

15
Highlights articles
due.

19

20

25

26

27

Staff Holiday

Staff Holiday

18
10:30 am Book Club

6:45 pm Praise Team

21

22

23

24

8 am Fish Co - Zoom

29

13

9 am Women’s Bible
Study - Fellowship
Hall

7 pm Session

First Sunday in
Advent

12

17

7 pm Neither Wolf
Nor Dog Study Zoom

28

6

8 am Fish Co - Zoom

6:45 pm Praise Team

Saturday

5

16

5pm Deacons

Friday

Office Closed

4:30 pm OPOP Zoom

8:30 & 11:00 am
In-person Worship
12:30pm Lunch w/
Leaders - Zoom

Thursday

12 pm Prayer Shawl
Ministry
6:30 pm Reel
Reflections - Zoom

7pm Ecumenical
Thanksgiving Eve
Service-St. Andrew’s

30
8 am Fish Co - Zoom

8:30 & 11:00 am
In-person Worship

6:45 pm Praise Team

1 Katrina Leslie
4 Bruce McCloskey
Robert Stevenson
8 Dennis Edgington
10 Chris Watkins
13 Sarah Mattson
Marty Melcher
14 Makynzie Hall
Bill Helwick

15 Kay Garrison

16 John Kildall
20 Steve Frick
21 Beverly Brown
Marilyn Mattie
22 Andy Anderson
23 Christy Wright
24 Tom Allen
26 George Bowman
Curt Horne

28 Steve & Melanie DeBiddle
29 Wayne & Ruth Brown

November Highlights
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Naomi Circle

Advent Devotions

Naomi Circle meets on
the Second Monday of
the month at 1 pm in
the Fellowship Hall. We
have chosen the
Horizon study of What
My Grandmothers
Taught Me, Learning
from the women in
Matthew's genealogy of
Jesus by Merryl Blair. Check it out in Matthew
1.

Devotions for this years’ Advent
season will be available to pick up
starting November 21.
There are two different devotions for
adults, one for families and one for
teens.

All women in the church is invited to join us.
Please let Beverly Brown, 360-457-8205,
know if you are interested or need more
information.

Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the third
Thursday of the month at noon at Margaret
Whetstine's, 337 E. Ahlvers Road, PA.
Contact Betty Wilkerson for more
information, 360-461-6090.

Svetoslav “Svetlio” Hurd
11/5/1991 - October 22, 2021
Svetlio was a big part of the youth group,
participated in mid-week and other
church events.

How to Read Highlights on
Your Phone
Many of us choose to read documents on our smart
phones, but it isn’t always easy. When a document is
a PDF (an acronym that stands for “portable
document format”), it isn’t really all that portable!
Trying to read your monthly Highlights as a PDF on
your phone requires a lot of scrolling and pinching.
Not fun!
There is a solution, however. Make sure
you have the newest version of Adobe
Reader installed on your phone.
Download it from the Apple Store or
Google Play. Then, use it to open Highlights. You will
see the document in the usual hard-to-read format.
Go to the top of your screen and tap the “liquify” icon.
It looks kind of like a teardrop. This icon will convert
the PDF into a smart phone-friendly format.
If you would like me to show you how this works on
your phone, I’d be happy to. I wish there were an
even easier solution, but for now, this will be much
easier on your eyes!

Lauren

November Highlights
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TAFY Dinner
December 4 @ 3:45pm
We are responsible
for a dinner for the
TAFY Youth Center
TAFY
on December 4. If
Dinner
you could provide a
portion of a meal - a
hot dish, salad, side
dish, beverage or dessert - please contact
Marcia Logan @ 360-452-3535. Marcia will
arrange delivery with you.
Thank you for helping to continue this
ministry.

Online Payment of
Tithes & Offerings…
Reminder: we have launched our online giving
option through the
Presbyterian Foundation.
Click on this link.

Worship Service
Recordings
Please let the church office know if you would like
an audio CD of the online church services. We
want to make worship available to all.

Devotionals Available
These Days and Upper Room are available in
the mail slots
outside the
office.

Office Hours

Directories
Available

First Presbyterian Church
139 W. 8th St.
Port Angeles, WA 98362
Office Hours
Monday - Thursday, 10 am - 3 pm
Closed for lunch from 1 - 2 pm.
Closed on Friday.
Office is behind the church in the alley.
Handicapped accessible.

Find us at fpcpa.org
360-452-4781
office@fpcpa.org

Please let us know if you would
like a printed copy.

HIGHLIGHTS
ARTICLES ARE DUE
The week of

November 15

The First Presbyterian Church of Port Angeles is a community of people of all ages
who believe in Jesus Christ as the Son of God and who seek to follow His teachings.
We come together to worship God, to grow in our love and support for each other,
and to learn about God’s will for our lives. Guided by the Holy Spirit, we go out to the
community and the world to share our faith and to serve others.

